
Agroforestry & Ecological Restoration Workshop

El Astillero, Nicaragua with Casa Congo and Sergio Olaya
September 2019



ABOUT LOCATION & DATES

When: September, 2019
About our Program: Click here!  

Casa Congo will be hosting Sergio Olaya as our ‘Agroecologist in 
Residence’ for the month of September. Sergio will be running 
workshops for three weeks on various agricultural  techniques and 
principles of ecological restoration that help rebuild soil and grow 
complex multi-storey agroforestry systems both in an urbanised 
setting and agricultural fields! These workshops aim to share 
knowledge and experiment on site with the citizens of El Astillero.

During your time at Casa Congo you will also be able to get 
involved in our Turtle monitoring and conservation efforts and 
engage critically with our community development projects as well 
as explore the Chacocente Nature Reserve, enjoy community life 
and world class surfing!

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE EMAIL: ghan@casacongo.org

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IvktN4cJeXYjmTUVImhWKFzt2_V_hoRY
mailto:ghan@casacongo.org
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Manuel Cortez
Lucas Worsdell

Sérgio Olaya has been working 
with the implementation and 
management of agroforestry 

systems for more than 10 years, 
with a specialisation in pruning 

large trees. Having studied under 
the tutelage of Swiss Botanist and 
farmer Ernst Gotsch, Sergio has 

since found his calling sharing his 
knowledge in; Europe, Africa, 

South & Central America.

Sérgio Olaya

YOUR INSTRUCTORS



 
Casa Congo is an NGO with a mission to empower 
communities with skills & tools for sustainable 
development. Our Centre of Conservation and Agroecology 
is a space where community and international students 
come together to bridge local ecological knowledge and 
global experience around livelihood practices that can 
preserve the natural environment whilst regenerating the 
economy. 

El Astillero is a rural fishing town on the pacific coast of 
Nicaragua, with a population of around 3300 people. A 
tropical paradise, near to the Chacocente nature refuge, one 
of the largest fragments of tropical dry forest, home to 
monkeys  and mass nestings of Olive Ridley Turtles… not to 
mention, world class surf!

EL ASTILLERO, NICARAGUA

CASA CONGO





"Work in Casa Congo has been a new experience for me, working in the 

field of agroecology has been something beautiful because thanks to this I 

am currently  starting  my  own garden  at  home… Today  we  see  some 

watermelons that we had not seen before, and we see nice bananas plants. 

We have something new in this area where before there were just holes, 

rocks, garbage, and waste… It’s something new and good because I am 

helping the environment, I am helping our community thrive and have a 

new feeling, and another point of view because… all the people can feel the 

difference in the community.”

Anielka’s Agroecology Experience

Anielka is a single mother of four: Osmin, Lea, Eliana and Cristina. She 
now coordinates the Centre of Agroecology managing the garden, 
finding new apprentices,  distributing seeds and also developing her 
own projects.



WHAT’S INCLUDED

- 2 weeks accommodation: bamboo bunk bed, wifi and personal storage
- 2 meals / day + snacks and hydration
- 1 x team dinner @ Popoyo
- Surfboard and surf lessons
- Ecotours in Chacocente and volunteering activities
- Sea Turtle Night Patrol, Release of new born turtles
- Casa Congo course certificate

- Flights, extra food / drinks, Medical Insurance 
- Shuttle Pick up from Managua, Rivas or Costa Esmeralda on the 15th of 
September (extra $80)

Gardening boots, gloves, suncream, swimming trunks, Mosquito Repellent, First 
Aid kit, towel, flip flops… long sleeve shirts and trousers for hiking and warm 
clothes for turtle patrol and more!

NOT INCLUDED

Price: US$400 
If you book before the end of May for a two week stay. 

A longer stay is possible if you want to get more involved in our programs! 

WHAT TO BRING



Let’s Grow Together!

www.casacongo.org
ghan@casacongo.org

@casacongoconservation

http://www.casacongo.org
mailto:ghan@casacongo.org

